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August 08, 2015 at 10:00 am. 

Kruger’s Residence 

621 N. Hamilton St. Lincoln, IL.  

Speaker will be Mike White                           

from                                                               

White Water Filters 

 

Directions :  

  Take I-74 East out of Peoria towards Morton. Take the 155 exit 

to the right to Lincoln. 155 merges into I-55 south take the first 

exit for Lincoln. At the stop light turn left and continue straight 

on the street, go through 11 stop lights. The last stop light is 

Kickapoo St. Go 2 more blocks and turn right onto Hamilton St.  

It’s the 3rd house on the right. 621 N. Hamilton. 

 

The Kruger’s pond is a new construction this year.  Lori and Al-

len have out done themselves on their new pond  and you really 

need to make the trip to check it out. You won’t be sorry. 

Club Dues Are Still Only $20.00 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: 

Karen Hofstetter                                  

22223 Grosenbach Rd.  

Washington, IL.  61571 
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  Big thanks to my wife Brenda because I sprang the emergency meeting location 

swap on her at the last minute. If you didn’t make it to the meeting, you missed a 

great presentation by Willie Hofstetter considering he had to do it in the rain hold-

ing an umbrella in one hand and his soaked notes in his other hand. We had a good 

turnout even with the weather and members got up close and personal with every-

one else trying to stay dry under the tents. Good thing Allen remembered both 

tents and had them up before it started to rain. Good job Allen! 

   Now it’s August, where does the time go?  Won’t be long and we’ll be talking 

about fall prep and leaves. But, hey, the weather is finally drying out some and we 

can finally sit by our ponds and enjoy the sound of water falling and watch our 

fish swim over each other to get to the food.  

   Allen and Lori have a new pond for us to see this year. Their pond contains 

10,000 gallons and has a 10,000 gph pump pushing the water thru a 3 inch flex 

pipe to a 300 gallon bio-falls tank that Allen built out of a 300 gallon stock tank. 

   The water falls from the bio-falls into a stream bed where it then falls into the 

upper pool.  Half the water falls into the pond and the other half falls into the low-

er pool, from the lower pool the other half of the water falls into the pond.  They 

have been working on it night and day so we could all see a finished project. 

We’re really never done with our ponds are we? 

  If you have issues and/or questions, please feel free to bring them to the next 

meeting so we can discuss them with everyone. We can all learn from each other. 

If you’d prefer, bring your questions to me before we start the meeting and I’ll 

bring it up to the members. 

  If any members would like the salt level of their water checked, bring a sample to 

the meeting and I will remember to bring my salt meter to test it. 
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Prairieland KOI & Pond Society 
July 11, 2015-Club Meeting 

 
Beginning: 9:05 
Ending: 9:45 
Members: 36 
 
The meeting began at 9:05 am at President Vince Smith's house. He gave a brief 
synopsis of his pond before he turned the conversation over to our guest speak-
er, Willie Hofstetter. He is an employee of Powell Gardens in Kansas City, MO 
and the son of Treasurer Karen Hofstetter.  Powell Gardens is a 900 acre botani-
cal garden with 40 gardens within its premise. Willie is in charge of maintaining 
the 60 different varieties of water lilies, half of which are tropical and the other 
half are hardy.  He has to winterize the tropicals each year, only 50% survive 
until spring.  Willie also discussed the Victorian lily which gets up to 8 feet 
wide and can withstand 300 lbs on its pad. However, the lily pad on this particu-
lar plant does rot easily if it has something on the pad for a long period of time. 
He also rated his top five favorite lilies and discussed how some lilies can be 
controlled in a small pot and maintain a smaller size. 
 
New Business 
Don't forget to enter the KOI of the year contest. There will be a $100 cash 
prize. The winner will be announced at the banquet in November.  We will be 
having a pond tour next year. For those that are interested in participating, con-
tact any board member and information will be sent out.  The annual luau is 
coming up soon it will be held at the Depew’s house and there may be a night 
tour afterwards which will be held in Pekin.  There is a new member in Lincoln 
who is selling fish.  There is a video, if anyone is interested, please contact Al-
len Kruger and he will send it to you. 
The August meeting will be held at the Kruger's house and the guest speaker 
will be Mike White. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Letriana Cantrell, Secretary 
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Oxygen Source:  Water falls 
 The oxygen source comes from water movement.  A waterfall 

is the most efficient and appealing supplier of oxygen. A foun-

tain also works, as does any method of exposing water to the 

air. However, the water surface may be so disturbed by the 

fountain that one cannot view the koi.  The koi must have oxy-

gen and a biological filter needs twice the amount that the koi 

do.  They must have oxygen 24 hours a day.  When I started in 

koi, I put my pump running the waterfall on a timer so that it 

would shut off at night. Why run the waterfall at night when it 

was dark and you could not even see it?  Well, the oxygen level 

drops off when there is less sunlight and the algae present al-

ways consumes oxygen at night (produces it in the daytime).  

Thus, it is even more important to run the waterfall at night 

than during the day.  Of course, the correct answer is to pro-

vide oxygen for your koi and your filter 24 hours a day.  A 

power outage of more than 12 hours will result in your koi 

coming to the surface gasping for oxygen and eventually dy-

ing.  

  What about plants providing oxygen at night?  Wrong again! 

Plants (water lilies, hyacinths, etc.) provide oxygen during the 

day when there is sun light but use up oxygen at night. Thus, 

plants are (1) competing with the koi for oxygen at night and 

(2) causing stress to the koi by affecting more rapid pH chang-

es between day and night.  Plants utilize carbon dioxide during  

the day but excrete it during the night.  
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Do not get me wrong, though. One can still have a nice koi pond 

with an acceptable balance of koi and water plants.  Most hard-

core koi enthusiasts do not have plants in their ponds however, 

because: 

1. The koi hide under them. 

2.  They encourage the koi to spawn and lay eggs that attach to 

them. 

3.  As the koi grow, they begin to eat the plants. 

  What are the ideal requirements of a waterfall?  The longer and 

broader the waterfall, the greater the aeration.  The larger the area 

of the water surface broken up by the waterfall entering the pond, 

the better the aeration.  The entrance area of the waterfall into the 

pond needs to be a direct drop of a few inches otherwise the water 

will shoot directly across the surface and: 

A. will not mix oxygen into the depths, and 

B. will roughen the surface thereby obstructing the viewing of the        

koi.    

  The waterfall must be run 24 hours a day. The more the water-

flow, the greater the oxygenation of the water. A waterfall is the 

simplest and most attractive source of this oxygenation. 

  If your fish spend a lot of time at the surface sometimes gulping 

air or you have noxious odors coming from your pond, then you 

most likely do not have enough circulation.  What steps can you 

take to insure an ample amount of oxygen in the water?  It may be  

necessary to remove plants and or fish when they become exces-

sive. [This article was from an old newsletter from 9 years ago, 

but the information is still very good.] 



 6 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

For the month of August 

Shirley Bright  Marianne Brubaker  

 Greg Cantrell  Letriana Cantrell  

 Joan M. Trotter  Ron Kramer 

Miriam Seeber 

 

 

   If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me. 

       For those members who are yearning for our next pond tour, 

and you are willing to open up your pond and yard for the tour, get 

your name to a board member so we can start planning our tour for 

next year.  Don’t forget, we will need pond sitter volunteers as well 

as ponds for the tour. We will need your help to pull it off. 
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If only I had known…… 
  I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you all have to 

help. It might be tough for some of us to admit, but let’s talk 

about things we wouldn’t do again. (we won’t call them mis___s) 

  I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one thing. We can 

all learn from our (mis_____s,) and build better ponds. 

 

  When building your pond and placing the liner into your new 

pond opening make sure that you overlap all of the sides with a 

good 24 inches of liner.  

  And whatever you do, don’t cut the liner when you are finishing   

up on the edges of your pond.  Whenever possible, roll the liner 

under, don’t cut it. Because over time the liner seems to have a 

mind of it’s own and will shrink.  And then you will have a big 

problem and have to add another piece of liner. It can be done, 

but we’re trying to keep you from doing that.  

    

George Says: 

Don’t forget  

 your  

 lawn chairs 
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 The contest is open to all non board members in the club.  Please get your  pic-

ture to me. Come on guys, I know you have pictures of your fish.  Two members 

have submitted pictures so far.  They have a 50/50 chance of winning. 

   Put your name on the back of the picture and let me know if you need the pic-

ture back when the contest in finished. The picture has to be submitted no later 

than the October club meeting. The winner will be announced at the banquet in 

November. That’s another good reason to attend the banquet. So start feeding 

those fish so you’ll  have the biggest and best KOI in Prairieland Koi & Pond So-

ciety. The winner will receive a PKPS award certificate and a fabulous gift,  

$100.00 cash!  

   Remember, it does have to be a picture of a fish currently living in your pond. 

The board members will decide the winner.   

KOI of the Year 
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        Board Meetings                   Club Meetings                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                      

                                  

 

  August 22nd Bong Residence                               August 8th  Kruger Residence 

 

                                                                               August 22nd Luau Depew Residence 

                                                                                 (possible night tour) 

  September 26th Hofstetter Residence                  September 12th I.C.C. Days 

 

  October 24th Moreland Residence                       October 10th Bong Residence                                            

                                                                                                                      

   November 21st Clark Residence                         November 14th  Banquet 

TREASURER’S REPORT                

Beginning Balance:     $3,338.92                          

Income:                             647.00                  

Expenses:                             0.00                 

Ending  Balance:         $3,985.92 



   

 

 

Vincent Smith 

President/Editor 

924 W. Ridgemont Rd. 

Peoria,  IL 61614 

309-682-1422 

E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net 

            Chairpersons 

Brenda Smith   

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special 

Events 

309-682-1422 

             Officers 

Vincent Smith   President/

Editor 

309-682-1422 

 

Allen Kruger     Vice President 

Senior Director/Web Master 

217-737-3646 

 

Letriana Cantrell  Secretary 

309-645-7163 

 

Karen Hofstetter  Treasurer  

309-699-5155 

 

           Directors 

Greg Cantrell Director  

Product Mgr of Ways and Means  

309-645-7161 

 

Rick Moreland  Director  

Food And Beverage 

309-694-5057 

 

Todd Bong   Director  

309-256-9582 

 

Jean Clarke  Director  

Membership 

309-691-6721 


